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VERDICTRETURNED IN ALIEN
SMUGGLING CONSPIRACY CASE

FH OENIX, ARIZONA -- The Unitd Staks Atiorney T Office for te Districtof Arizona
announced that on December 16, 2003, Luis Carbs Leon-Mendez, was found gui By ofH arboring | Bgal
A len and Conspiracy ©© H arbor | lgallA lens by a federaljury atPhoenix, Arizona. Leon-Mendez 7
tiree co-defendant, Jbse Ange IRange BQuinones, Pastor Sauceda-Lopez and Jbe 1SauBAcosta-Ch awez
allhad premous ¥ p Bd guilly © smugg Ing charges and are aw aiting sentncing.

The emMidence attriallshowed tata group ofapproxim at ¥ 15 Mexican nationall contrackd
10 be brough tto tie Unitd Staks for 8500 each. Their fees were 1o be paid once tiey reached teir final
destination. Sauceda-Lopez, guided tie group trough tie desertten drowve tem t astash house in
Proenix, where he Bfttiem wit aguard. The nextday, a group of amed men forced entry into te
stash house and kidnapped tie group of undocumentd allens, taking ttem atgunpointt a second
bcation, an apartm entat4023 W. K ad By Streetin Phoenix. When tiey arrived atte apartment, te
allens saw two men be lexed © be otier smugg Brs who had been tied up, b Indfo Bed and beatn. The

alens were keptaltogetier in one bedroom for approxim at ¥ one week and had t© ask permission ©
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use te bat room or getwatr. They were guarded by Acosta-Chawez, andwere treatned tatifteir
fam i Bes didn Tpay teir smugglng fees immediat I © te smuggbrs in Phoenix tatbey woull be Bft
in e desertor hawe ahand or footcutoff.

On Augustll, 2003, Leon-Mendez, abng wit Range BQuinones and Sauceda-Lopez, cam e
10 tie apartn entand picked up afan i ¥ whose smugg Ing fees presum ab b had been paid. They allicam e
into tie bedroom where tie allens were being kept, and te allens obsened tiem allto haw handguns.
Jistafer tey arrived, Phoenix Pollce allo arrived atte apartm entbecause ofa calitiey receined from
re Btives ofsome ofte allens being he B captive. O fficers positioned tem se Bes around t e apartm ent
and obsened Leon-Mendez and tree otier K ispanic m alks escortte fam il outofte apartment® a
waiting b ke Thunderbird sedan. O fficers tienarrestd te four suspect (ber identified as Leon-Mendez
and his co-defendant)and secured te 15 allens whowere in tie car and inside te apartm ent, some of
which required m edicalatention for deh ydration. The defendantestified attrialb athe had simpb met
Range BQuinones and Sauceda-Lopez t atday in apark and gawve tem aride o te apartn ent, butne\er
wentinside tie apartment H owever, te alenswhohad beenhe l captive atth e apartnm entestified attrial
tattey had seen Leon-Mendez and e oters inside te apartn entbot on August11® and on se\erall
otier occasions prior 0 t atday, wit each oterand wit se\erallotiersmuggBrs whowere notpresent
when te four suspect were arrestd.

During subsequent searches of the suspects and the apartment, officers and immigration agents
discovered threefirearmsand other evidence of asmuggling operation having been run out of the apartment,
including wire transfer records, numerous cell phones, and a shrine that had been erected to a saint who has

been adopted by alien smugglers as their patron saint.
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The case was tried before United States District Court Judge Earl H. Carroll on December 9,
2003 through December 16, 2003. The defendant is being held pending sentencing which is scheduled
to take place on March 1, 2003. Defendant faces a maximum sentence of ten yearsin prison and a
maximum fine of $250,000 on both charges. The investigation leading to the guilty verdict was
conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The prosecution is being handled

by Mary Beth Phillips, Assistant United States Attorney, District of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona.
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